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By MaryAnne Wilimek
May I say, I am in awe. 

This is my reaction to what I’m 
learning about the inner workings of 
the Bemidji Symphony Orchestra 
(BSO). In January I was brought on 
board as their first general manager, 
and since then I’ve discovered just
how well-orchestrated this 
organization is. Pun intended.
 
For starters, the BSO has a long 
history. During its first 62 years, it 
operated under the umbrella of 
Bemidji State University. In 2000, 
however, the BSO could no longer 
ignore its growing pains and it stepped 
out as its own 501(c)3 nonprofit. It 
hasn’t stopped moving since.  

It’s no secret that the BSO gives first-
class performances, and you might 
wonder what’s behind that. If you 
ask BSO’s conductor of seven years, 
Dr. Beverly Everett, she might say 
it’s due to the vision and hard work 
of the board; board members would 
say it couldn’t happen without such 
a passionately inspired conductor 
and energetic orchestra guild; guild 
members would affirm with pride 
the skills and dedication of the 
musicians; the musicians would point 
to the enthusiastic audiences; and 
on it goes. Add to this the financial 
support of individuals, businesses, 
and foundations, and what you get 
is an organization on an impressive 
trajectory.

If you haven’t yet attended a BSO 
performance, may I gently suggest 
that now is the time, because what this 
group is intending to do for their May 
concert is nothing short of remarkable. 
On May 1st, the BSO will perform The 
Defiant Requiem: Verdi at Terezín. This

multi-media concert drama tells the 
true story of Rafael Schaechter, a 
Jewish composer and pianist. From 
a single copy of a smuggled score, 
Schaechter taught Verdi’s Requiem to 
fellow internees at the Terezín 
concentration camp, then led them in 
performances for others in the prison, 
including their Nazi captors. In the 
midst of brutality and death, the 
singing of the Requiem was a unified 
act of defiance and hope that became, 
for the prisoners, a spiritual victory 
over unthinkable evil. The piece is as 
inspirational as it is powerful. 

You should know that last October The 
Defiant Requiem played to a sold-out
audience at the Kennedy Center in 
Washington DC under the baton of 
conductor Murry Sidlin. The BSO now 
brings the piece to Bemidji and the 
same Murry Sidlin will guest conduct 
the BSO, the BSU choir, guest
soloists, actors, and the Bemidji 
Chorale in its performance. The event 
is set for 3:00 p.m. at the Bemidji High
School Auditorium on May 1st which
is, appropriately, Holocaust 
Remembrance Day. This performance 
would not have been possible without 
individual donors, a generous grant 
from the Neilson Foundation, and an 
R2AC Arts & Cultural Heritage Grant. 

The BSO continues to take risks and 
aim high. They choose music that is 
both beautiful and strenuous, then 
pour themselves into fundraising, 
publicity, collaboration, and 
musicianship to bring these 
performances to life. I count myself 
privileged to be given a part to play in 
the beautiful music they make.

MaryAnne Wilimek is General Manager of 
the Bemidji Symphony Orchestra.

Region 2 Arts Council 
Seeking Board Members:

Clearwater, Hubbard, Lake of the Woods 
and Mahnomen Counties

R2AC is currently seeking board 
members from Clearwater, Hubbard, 
Lake of the Woods and Mahnomen 
counties to fill a two-year term vacan-
cy beginning July 1, 2011.

Those who feel that the visual, per-
forming and literary arts are an impor-
tant contribution to the quality of life 
in north central Minnesota are encour-
aged to consider serving on the board 
of Region 2 Arts Council.

The board is responsible for planning,
setting policy and reviewing and 
awarding grants. It meets in Bemidji
seven times per year on the third 
Monday of the month. Members are 
reimbursed for travel.

Region 2 Arts Council is one of eleven 
arts councils in the state of Minnesota 
and awards over $230,000 annually 
for art activities in the five counties of 
Beltrami, Clearwater, Hubbard, Lake 
of the Woods and Mahnomen. The 
council operates with funds from the 
Minnesota State Legislature, the Arts 
and Cultural Heritage Legacy Funds 
and the McKnight Foundation.

To receive an application, please 
email: staff@r2arts.org or write to: 
Nominating Committee, Region 2 Arts 
Council, 426 Bemidji Ave, Bemidji, 
MN 56601; or call 218-751-5447 or 800-
275-5447.

Completed applications must be       
received by April 1, 2011.
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NORTHERN ARTS NEWS is a free publication of 
the Region 2 Arts Council, published 6 times per 
year, with a distribution of over 1,300.

Funded by the Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund 
and the McKnight Foundation, Northern Arts News
provides news and information to artists in Beltra-
mi, Clearwater, Hubbard, Lake of the Woods and 
Mahnomen counties of north central Minnesota.
We welcome:
 • story topic ideas;
 • guest commentary topic ideas;
 • names to add to our mailing list;
 • collaboration and registration notifications.
 

To submit information and/or to be added to our 
mailing list, contact the R2AC office:

Call:  218-751-5447 or 1-800-275-5447
FAX:  218-751-2777

E-mail:  staff@r2arts.org
Website:  http://r2arts.org

Northern Arts News
Region 2 Arts Council
426 Bemidji Avenue
Bemidji, MN   56601

Fiscal Year 2011
Board of Directors

Karen Edevold, Chair
  Clearwater 694-6201
Deane Johnson, Vice Chair
  Hubbard 732-8130
Sue Hopkins, Secretary
               Lake of the Woods 634-3343
Germaine Riegert, Treasurer
  Mahnomen 473-2566
Patt Rall  Beltrami  755-8942
Diana McLain     Lake of the Woods 783-3135 
Kathy Gustafson Beltrami  586-2973
Malotte Backer Clearwater 694-2388
Sandra Fynboh Hubbard 652-3212
Lois Schaedler Mahnomen 935-2843

Executive Director:    Terri Widman
Program Coordinator:  Laura Dehler-Seter
Executive Assistant:   Holly Alcott
Newsletter Editor:    Amy Zimmermann

Permission to reprint Northern Arts News is granted 
(excluding Guest Commentary) so long as Northern 
Arts News is credited as the source.

GUEST COMMENTARY inquiries are invited. Sub-
mit your topic idea to Terri Widman by telephone, 
FAX, or e-mail. Selected works must be previously 
unpublished and fit within the space allotment.

Due to the advanced print deadlines of this 
publication, we suggest that you call to confirm 
dates, times, and other pertinent information about 
events and opportunities listed here. 

Showcase Artist
Mary Therese        
Peterson

  

  ~ See Page 4 for more from Mary Therese ~ 

Tree of Life  
fiber reactive dye 

cotton

R2AC Welcomes Laura Dehler-Seter

We are happy to announce that Laura Dehler-Seter has accepted the 
position of Program Coordinator.  Laura is responsible for admin-
istering the R2AC grant programs, artist training and professional 
development programs, media promotion, event planning and pub-
lication of the newsletter.

Laura’s recent work experience includes adjunct instructor at BSU as 
well as coordinator and teaching positions at Concordia Language 
Villages.  Please welcome Laura as she meets with you about the 
many grant and educational opportunities we have to offer. 

http://r2arts.org
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Headwaters School of Music and the Arts Classes

Beginner’s Clay Classes with Tom Daly will be Monday afternoons. 
Third Session: March 7, 14, 21, 28           Second Session: April 4, 11, 18, 25
Cost: $55 a month 

Ages 8-13    Times: 4:15 - 5:30 p.m. Ages 14-Adults   Times: 6:30 - 8 p.m. 

Jane Freeman Watercolor Workshop 
Internationally recognized watercolor artist Jane Freeman will share her knowl-
edge of watercolor and realism in a fun and friendly environment. Participants 
will be able to follow along to paint either a floral or still life demonstrated dur-
ing the workshop, or they can choose to work on their own painting. Cost: $100.

Registration deadline: Feb. 21  Dates: March 10-12 and April 2   
Time: 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.   Location: Beltrami Electric Mtg. Room

   Printmaking:   A Class for Kids
Are you a kid who loves to create art and color and crafts? Malisa will be using 
fun and crazy items such as potatoes and foam and corks to show you how 
to create colorful stamps and designs on paper to create your own scrapbook, 
story, or art display for your walls!  For ages 7-10 and costs $25.

Thursdays:  March 24 and 31  Time: 5:15 - 6:15 p.m. 

Writers’ Workshop
Multi genre workshop: fiction, nonfiction, poetry and memoir led by CarolAnn 
Russell. Please bring nine copies for each workshop. Page limit is 3 pages per 
participant, per workshop session. Enrollment limited to 9 participants.

Dates: April 9 and 16, 1 - 4 p.m.           Cost: 1 workshop $35, both workshops $65

For more information on classes, call HSMA at 218-444-5606.

R2AC Seeks Anishinaabe Arts 
Initiative Council Members

Region 2 Arts Council is currently 
seeking AAI Council members to fill 
vacancies beginning April 1, 2011. 
Members must live in the Region 2 
service area, which includes Beltrami, 
Clearwater, Hubbard, Lake of the 
Woods and Mahnomen counties and 
the nearby counties of Becker, Cass, 
Itasca and Roseau.

The AAI Council is responsible for 
reviewing and awarding grants. The 
council meets two times per year in 
Bemidji during the months of Novem-
ber and April. Members are reim-
bursed for travel and paid a stipend 
for attending meetings.

To receive an application form, please 
email staff@r2arts.org or write to: 
Nominating Committee, R2AC, 426 
Bemidji Avenue, Bemidji, MN 56601. 
Please call the R2AC Executive Direc-
tor, Terri Widman at 218-751-5447 or 
1-800-275-5447.

Red Bridge Film Festival

A great film line up with eight differ-
ent feature films and a visiting film-
maker at the newly renovated Park 
Theatre in Park Rapids.  

 Dates: April 29 - May 2

Cost:  $28 for all events
 $6.50 for single admission

Under sponsorship of the Park 
Rapids Lakes Area Arts Council, Red 
Bridge Film Festival is made pos-
sible, in part, by a grant from the Re-
gion 2 Arts Council through funding 
from the Minnesota State Legislature.
 
More details at www.redbridgefilm.
org; write to info@redbridgefilm.org.

http://r2arts.org
www.redbridgefilm.com
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Showcase Artist
Mary Therese Peterson
Artist’s Statement:

Spirals, circles and knots, swimming waters 
of fish, dancing colors of light, the earth 
blooming, birds taking flight.  Awed and 
inspired by nature’s beauty, I paint with 
thickened dyes on cotton and silk, drawing 
gestural abstraction with wax and 
seaweed resists.

Dancing Feathers
fiber reactive dyes

silk

OppOrtunities
Northwest Minnesota Foundation

Through a collaborative venture with the Valspar Cor-
poration and the Minnesota Beautiful Picture-It-Painted 
Program, assistance will be provided to communities and 
organizations seeking paint and other coating materials 
necessary for restoration and beautification projects.

Approximately 550 gallons of free paint will be available.

  Deadline: March 7

To obtain application guidelines and form, please call 
Holly at 218-759-2057 or 800-659-7859 or email inquiries to 
hollyt@nwmf.org (please include your name, address and 
phone number). The applications can be downloaded at 
www.nwmf.org.

Cultural Trip
Bemidji Symphony conductor Beverly Everett will lead a 
cultural tour to Austria. The trip, "Mozart's Musical Cities" 
will visit Salzburg, Vienna and Prague. Join Everett for the 
concerts, fine dining, history and fun. 

August 15 - 25

To reserve your spot, call Satrom Travel at 701-492-5000. 

www.nwmf.org
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Northern Arts News
Submission deadline

April 7
for the 

May/June issue
Please send to:

amy.zimmermann@hotmail.com       
or 

staff@r2arts.org

Call for Artists

Art from Within
Artists are encouraged to submit entries for an art show that will be exhibited 
at the Rail River Folk School. The show will be a collection of work that gives a 
personal and compelling view into the lives of people who have been affected 
by the criminal justice system. Sponsored by Greater Minnesota Racial Justice 
Project of Bemidji, ACLU, MN. 

Deadline: March 15    Opening reception: April 1

Entries limited to three pieces and can be from all genres of artistic expression. 
For an application and information, call 218-444-2285 or stop at 303 Railroad 
Ave. S.W.

Bemidji Art in the Park 
Call to artists and food vendors interested in participating in the 44th Annual 
Art in the Park Fine Art and Craft Fair.

Deadline: March 18 (postmarked) Art in the Park dates: July 16-17

Applications after March 18 will have an additional $25 late fee. Some categories 
closed. For an application or more information, contact the BCAC at bcac@paul-
bunyan.net or visit www.bcac.wordpress.com and click Art in the Park. 

Bemidji Sculpture Walk 
A selection committee composed of art professionals from the community will 
select up to 20 sculptures of the best quality and workmanship. A $300 hono-
rarium will be awarded to each exhibitor courtesy of a local business sponsor or 
community member.

Deadline: March 29   Artist’s reception: May 21

Submission Requirements: Application form along with CD, jpeg and/or photos, 
resume and entry requirements to abel@paulbunyan.net or Bemidji Sculpture 
Walk, P.O. Box 1444, Bemidji, MN 56619. For more information, call 218-243-
2685 or email abel@paulbunyan.net.

First City of Arts Studio Cruise 2011
Artists with studios within a 40 mile radius of Bemidji are encouraged to submit 
an application available online at the Bemidji Community Art Center website, 
http://bcac.wordpress.com/.

Deadline: April 1   Studio Cruise: October 21, 22 and 23

For more information, contact Dave at 218-333-3547 or dtowley@paulbunyan.net 
or Lori at 218-444-7570 or bcac@paulbunyan.net. 

Genius means little 
more than the faculty 
of perceiving in an 
unhabitual way. 

    — William James

http://bcac.wordpress.com/
http://bcac.wordpress.com/
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Calendar Of events

MARCH

Through March
Bemidji Community Art Center 
presents “Flora and Fauna” by 
Natalia Hirmirska. The imagery 
ranges from realistic to abstract and 
the variety speaks of the forces of 
artistic nature and the evolution 
that occurs when the concept meets 
the paint. Join us during the First 
Friday Art Walk for the Opening 
Reception from 5 - 7 p.m. on March 
4 with an artist lecture at 6 p.m. 
The activity is funded in part by a 
Region 2 Arts Council Grant through 
an appropriation by the Minnesota 
State Legislature Arts and Cultural 
Heritage Fund passed by Minnesota 
voters on Nov. 4, 2008. The BCAC 
is free and open to the public. Visit 
us at 426 Bemidji Ave N (Carnegie 
Library on 5th St.) or at www.bcac.
wordpress.com. Contact us at 218-
444-7570 or bcac@paulbunyan.net.
 
March 4 Rail River Folk 
School presents The First Friday 
Coffeehouse which offers an 
opportunity to share stories, songs, 
music and poetry with the 
community in a relaxing, supportive 
atmosphere. Performers come early to 
sign-up.  The show starts at 7:30 p.m.

March 6 Bemidji Symphony 
Orchestra presents its subscription 
concert “Testament of Youth” 

featuring Sadie and Sarah Hamrin on 
Mozart’s Sinfonia Concertante and 
Dvorak’s New World Symphony.  
3 p.m. at the Bemidji High School 
Auditorium. 

March 18-20 “Death of a 
Salesman” will be presented in the 
Black Box Theater in the basement of 
Bangsberg Fine Arts Building on the 
Bemidji State University campus. 
This play is directed by Greg Gasman 
and includes cast members from the 
Bemidji community and some BSU 
alumni. Times: 7:30 p.m. and the 20th
is a matinee at 2 p.m. For more 
information, contact Greg Gasman at 
218-280-6602.

March 19 Twin Cities Gay 
Men’s Chorus presented by the 
Hospitality Initiative of Servant 
Hearts at 7 p.m. at the Thompson 
Recital Hall on the Bemidji State 
University Campus. Cost: $10 adults, 
$5 seniors and students. 

March 24-26 “Death of a 
Salesman” will be presented in the 
Black Box Theater in the basement 
of Bangsberg Fine Arts Building on 
the Bemidji State University campus. 
This play is directed by Greg Gasman 
and includes cast members from 
the Bemidji community and some 
BSU alumni. Times: 7:30 p.m. More 
information, contact Greg Gasman at 
218-280-6602.

March 25 - April 3 Minnesota 
Folklore Theater presents Little
Women. Fri. at 7:30 p.m. Sat. and 
Sun. at 3 p.m. Tickets: $12 adults, 
$10 senior citizens, $8 students. For 
reservations, call 218-652-2666. www.
minnesotafolkloretheater.org.

March 26-27 Pequana Playhouse 
presents “Hockey Mom, Hockey 
Dad” at the Rex Hotel in the new 
room. Saturday’s performance begins 
at 6 p.m. and is a dinner theater. 

Sunday’s performance is at 2 p.m. 

APRIL

Through April
Bemidji Community Art Center
presents the 11th Annual Bemidji 
Area High School Invitational Open-
ing Reception  during the First Friday 
Art Walk from 4 - 6 p.m. This exhibit 
features work by Bemidji Area High 
School Students in all mediums. The 
BCAC is free and open to the public. 
Visit us at 426 Bemidji Ave N (Carn-
egie Library on 5th St.) or at www.
bcac.wordpress.com. Contact us at 
218-444-7570 or bcac@paulbunyan.
net.

April 1  Rail River Folk 
School presents The First Friday 
Coffeehouse which offers an 
opportunity to share stories, 
songs, music and poetry with the 
community in a relaxing, supportive 
atmosphere. Performers come early to 
sign-up.  The show starts at 7:30.

April 1-3 The Paul Bunyan 
Playhouse and Bemidji Community 
Theater presents “Snow White and 
the Seven Dwarfs” A family musical 
with lively songs and features a wise-
cracking mirror as well as a court of 
funny characters. Snow White flees 

FIRST FRIDAY ART WALK

March 4
April 1  

Downtown Bemidji

More information in our 
“Calendar of Events” under each 
participating business or gallery.

Call for Submissions
Talking Stick Volume 20

Submissions accepted from 
Minnesota writers until March 1, 
2011. Accepted submissions: Poetry, 
Fiction and Creative Nonfiction. 

See guidelines at www.jackpinewrit-
ers.com or www.thetalkingstick.com 
or sharrick1@wcta.net.

http://www.bcac.wordpress.com/
http://www.bcac.wordpress.com/
www.minnesotafolkloretheater.org
www.minnesotafolkloretheater.org
http://www.bcac.wordpress.com/
http://www.bcac.wordpress.com/
www.jackpinewriters.com
www.jackpinewriters.com
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the evil Queen and finds refuge with 
seven little minors. Book, music and 
lyrics by Carol Weiss. Performance 
Times: Fri. & Sat. 7:30 p.m. Sun. 2 p.m. 
at the Historic Chief Theater in down-
town Bemidji. Cost: $10 adults and $5 
seniors.

April 8-9 Long Lake Theater 
Kids Academy will perform “Seussical
Jr.” 7 p.m. Fri. night and 2 and 7 p.m. 
Sat. Performances at the Park Rapids 
High School auditorium. This all-
youth, magical, musical extravaganza 
weaves together Dr. Seuss’ most fa-
mous tales and characters. Tickets: $14 
adults, $7 children (3-12 years. old). 
Reservations: 218-732-0099, www.
longlaketheater.com or Beagle Books 
in downtown Park Rapids.

April 15 Bemidji Concert 
Series  presents Jeff Coffin, jazz saxo-
phonist. He will perform with BSU’s 
Jazz I and the Bemidji High School 
jazz band. 7:30 p.m. Bemidji High 
School Auditorium. Tickets available 
at Lueken’s North or BSU Music De-
partment. 218-755-2915. Cost: $20 and 
$5 students.

April 15-17 Headwaters Basket-
makers presents its Annual Workshop 
at Concordia Language Village,
Bemidji. This event offers basket 
weaving classes in reed, cedar bark, 
willow, pine needle and nantucket 
style baskets for beginner to advance 
weaving skill levels. Special classes 
offered for first time weavers. A store 
will be available to shop for weav-
ing supplies.  For more information, 
contact Nancy at baerbaskets@hotmail.
com or 218-366-1125.  

April 18 Pequana Playhouse is 
bringing Mixed Blood Theatre to pres-
ent “Minnecanos” at the Lake of the 
Woods School at 7 p.m. The produc-
tion will present to the students on the 
19th. 

April 22 The Paul Bunyan 
Playhouse Board of Directors presents 
“Stars in the Street 2011” to celebrate 

the 61st season of professional theatre 
in the Bemidji area. This gala event 
will be at the Historic Chief Theatre in 
downtown Bemidji. The event in-
cludes a special program with catered 
food and beverages on-stage and 
Artistic Director Zach Curtis will pre-
view the 2011 season. Call Janet at 218-
751-7270 for information and tickets or 
visit www.paulbunyanplayhouse.com.

April 23 Out of the Hat, a one-
act play event to be performed at 8 
p.m. at the Paul Bunyan Playhouse. 

April 29 Tim Sparks Concert
at the Historic Chief Theater, Bemi-
dji. Sparks started picking out tunes 
by ear on an old Stella flat top. He 
taught himself to play the music he 
heard around him: traditional country 
blues and the gospel his grandmother 
played on piano in a small church. 
Tickets available April 1 at Headwa-
ters School of Music and the Arts or 
the Historic Chief Theater. Cost: $12. 

Bemidji State University Performance Calendar
March
25 Guest Artist Recital   7:30 p.m.    Thompson Recital Hall
 Linda Chatterton, flute and Matthew McCright, piano

26 Guest Artist Presentation 3 p.m.         Bangsberg, room 112
 Linda Chatterton, flute   
 
April
7 Trombone Choir Concert 7:30 p.m.    Thompson Recital Hall
  
8 & 9 BSU Theatre Production  7:30 p.m.    Main Theater
 A Midsummer Night’s Dream  
 
13 Varsity Singers Home Concert 7:30 p.m.    Thompson Recital Hall
    
15 & 16  BSU Theatre Production 7:30 p.m.    Main Theater
 A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

17   BSU Theatre Production  3:00 p.m.    Main Theater
 A Midsummer Night’s Dream

9 Choral Chamber Ensemble  7:30 p.m.    Thompson Recital Hall

27 Wind Ensemble and   3:00 p.m.    Main Theater
 Symphonic Band 

www.longlaketheater.com
www.longlaketheater.com
www.paulbunyanplayhouse.com
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NORTHERN ARTS NEWS is a free publication of the Region 2 Arts Council, funded by a grant from the McKnight Foundation.
Mission: “The Region 2 Arts Council strengthens the presence of the arts by supporting opportunities for arts creation, promotion, 
education and funding for the people of Beltrami, Clearwater, Hubbard, Lake of the Woods and Mahnomen Counties.”

Noteworthy
A Return to Willow Water, Jean        
Vaatveit’s second book of short stories 
about Scandinavian immigrants in 
Minnesota, has been published by 
Loonfeather Press and is available in  
bookstores.

The Juggler, a painting by Pennington 
artist Deborah A. Davis will be the 
May cover of Minnesota Women’s 
Press. The artist will be featured in an 
interview about her work, philosophy 
and thoughts about this painting.

Timeless Traditions Concert 
and CD Release

Monday, March 7, at the Faith Baptist Church in Park Rapids.12:30 to 1:30.

Jon Romer (Native American Flute) and Jacque Tinsley (Celtic Folk Harp) 
with Jeff Menten (violin/viola) and Laura Iverson (soprano) will be sharing
music from their latest CD release titled “Mississippi Sunrise” 

CD Release Performance:
 Mach 13  2:30 p.m. Hampton Inn, Bemidij
     The Mississippi Romm

There is no charge for this public performance however; a non-perishable 
item/donation to the Bemidji Food Shelf will be appreciated.

Also playing at:
Tamarack (assisted living)       March 10       2 - 3 p.m.
Woods Edge, the Neilson Place Social Hall   March 12       3:30 - 4:30 p.m.

Watch for Timeless Traditions “Going on Tour” in Region 2 during April 
and May.

Jon Romer is a fiscal year 2010 recipient of an Artist Initiative Grant from the 
Minnesota State Arts Board.  This activity is funded, in part, by the Min-
nesota Arts and Cultural Heritage Fund as appropriated by the Minnesota 
State Legislature with money from the vote of the people of Minnesota on 
November 4, 2008.


