
GRANT MONEY AVAILABLE for NATIVE ARTISTS 
 

• Are you an artist? 
• Do you reside in Beltrami, Hubbard, Cass, Itasca, Lake of the Woods, Roseau, 

Becker, Mahnomen, or Clearwater County? 
• Are you an enrolled tribal member or descendant? 

 
Anishinaabe Arts Initiative (AAI) Grants for up to $1000 for materials, supplies, 
equipment, or arts project expenses are available for native artists meeting the above 
criteria.   

Upcoming Deadlines:  November 1, 2014  
and March 5, 2015 

 
AAI grants through Region 2 Arts Council support and promote traditional and 
contemporary Native American arts through grants to individual artists.  These grants are 
made possible through the generosity of the McKnight Foundation. 
 
You can start working on these items in advance: 
 

1. Artist Statement. This should be a personal and thoughtful page about yourself 
and your art. The type of information you may want to include is: information on 
your artistic style, the ideas behind your art, your goals as an artist, what 
motivates you to do your art, a philosophical or historical context for your art, etc. 
Your artist statement should refer in some way to your proposed project.  

 
2. Artist resume. Your resume may have a structured format, or it may be a less 

formal narrative. It should describe any training or experiences that you’ve had in 
the arts. As an example, you can list any classes you’ve taken; list any studies 
you’ve had with another, more experienced artist; list any exhibitions where your 
work has been shown (the Ojibwe Art Expo, for example); list any special awards 
that you’ve received for your art; list places where your work is for sale; list 
pieces of your work that have been purchased. Please do not let a lack of exposure 
as an artist keep you from applying. Include a link to your web site or online 
portfolio or to any other sites that feature your work. You can also list links to 
performances captured on YouTube or other media specific sites. 

 
3. Project Plan. This narrative should clearly explain your project and should relate 

to your goals as an artist. It should include a timeline for your project. A grant 
proposal must provide specific details, such as dates, locations, artists 
participating, and fees when applicable. Remember: All items appearing in your 
budget must appear in your proposal as well. 

 
4. Work samples. (Include a separate page which describes the work samples you 

submit.) 
• Visual artists:  Submit up to 12 images of your art work on a CD, slides or as 

photographs.  



• Literary artists:  Submit up to 10 pages of poetry or prose, double-spaced. 
• Performers:  Submit up to 5 minutes of CD, DVD, cassette tape or 1/2” videotape. 

 
The most updated version of the AAI grant  packet will be available in summer 2014.  
You can either call us at Region 2 Arts Countil at (218) 751-5447, email staff@r2arts.org, 
download the grant from our website at r2arts.org, or stop by our office at 426 Bemidji 
Ave. N. lower level of the Carnegie Library Building to pick up a hard copy of the grant. 
 
The Grant Application Packet will include: 

• The Application Form  
• The Project Budget Form  
• Comparable Bid Form Two bids are required for materials, equipment, web 

sites, self-publishing and music production.  
• Needs Assessment Questions  Feedback on our grant programs 

 
GRANT DEADLINES:  Dropped off grants must be in our office NO LATER THAN 
5:00 p.m. on November 1, 2014 or March 5, 2015.  Grant mailed to our office must be 
postmarked NO LATER THAN November 1, 2014 or March 5, 2015.  Late grants will be 
ineligible. 
 
REVIEW PROCESS  

• The AAI Council meets approximately 4-6 weeks following the deadline date to 
review and  award the grants.  It is allowable to begin a project prior to the 
award date with the understanding that the applicant may not receive the 
grant. 

• Applications will be received at the Region 2 Arts Council office and will be 
forwarded to AAI Council members. AAI Council members will then meet to 
discuss the grant proposals and to make awards.  

• Grant review meetings are open to the public, however, no oral presentation, 
discussion, or statements will be allowed from the public during the meeting. 

• Former AAI grant recipients must have submitted a final report before applying 
again.  They must wait two years from the awarding of their grant before they 
are eligible. 
 

SCORING CRITERIA 
 

Each application will be reviewed and scored using the following three criteria: 
 

(1) The subjective judgement of the AAI Council members in terms of creative 
excellence as presented in the work samples submitted in the support 
materials. (20 points.) 

 

(2) Evidence of serious commitment to one’s art career as found in the artist’s 
resume and artist’s statement. (20 points.)  

 

(3) How financially feasible the proposed project plan is and how well the 
project relates to the artistic growth of the applicant. (20 points.)  

  

Awards will be made on the basis of numerical rank of each applicant’s total score. 
Grant money will be awarded in order from highest to lowest ranking.   


